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Synopsis

William McCuaig explores the intellectual turbulence of the late Italian Renaissance through a full
examination of the work of one scholar--the humanist Carlo Sigonio (1523-84), whose insistence on
critical methods for reconstructing the past revolutionized the study of ancient Roman history and
the Italian Middle Ages. An internationally published scholar caught in the political tension of the
Counter-Reformation, Sigonio was harshly censored by ecclesiastical authorities in Rome, who
opposed his application of critical methods to the history of the post-classical world. McCuaig traces
Sigonio’s interactions with his opponents and supporters, both academic and clerical, to provide a
fascinating and detailed portrait of a cultural milieu. On a general level, this study of Sigonio’s works
helps explain how the republican ethos of the Italian Renaissance came to an end and how the
modern study of ancient history evolved in Italy and France after 1550. Among many topics, this
book emphasizes Sigonio’s contributions to social history, and points to parallels between the
changing social stratifications of ancient Rome and those of early modern Italy. Interdisciplinary in
its approach, the work also touches upon the history of education, political theory, the book trade,
and historiography. Originally published in 1989. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest
print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback editions preserve the original
texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback editions. The goal of the
Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the

thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.

Book Information

Series: Princeton Legacy Library

Hardcover: 400 pages

Publisher: Princeton University Press; First Edition edition (November 21, 1989)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0691055580

ISBN-13: 978-0691055589

Product Dimensions: 6.4 x 1.2 x 9.1 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.6 pounds

Average Customer Review: Be the first to review this item

Best Sellers Rank: #593,867 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #150 inA A Books > Biographies &
Memoirs > Historical > Europe > ltaly #656 inA A Books > History > Europe > ltaly #6414



inA A Books > Biographies & Memoirs > Historical > United States

Customer Reviews

Gianni Vattimo teaches hermeneutic philosophy at the University of Turin and is a renowned public
intellectual and former member of the European parliament. His books include "After the Death of
God" (with John D. Caputo), "The Future of Religion" (with Richard Rorty), "Nihilism and
Emancipation", "After Christianity", and the forthcoming, "Art's Claim to Truth", William McCuaig is
the translator of "Books, Banks, Buttons, and Other Inventions from the Middle Ages", by Chiara
Frugoni, and Vattimo’s "Nihilism and Emancipation”, --This text refers to an alternate Hardcover

edition.
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